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SENATOR CUDABACK: Use your mike, Senator Vrtiska. Thank you.

SENATOR VRTISKA: Senato r Jen sen, I appr eciate what you' re
doing . I app r e c i a t e y o u r r e marks ab ou t l oo k i n g at t he f ut u r e
f or h e a l t h ca r e . I t h i nk . ha t we h a ve f a l l e n d o w n . Ma n y o f y o u
know I ser ved on the Health Systems Ag ency and the Health
Coordina t i n g Commission , w h i c h wer e a l l aba n doned a f t e r a per i od
of time when a lot of work was done. And for some reason it was
decided that for good or for bad, the institutions were done
a way wi t h . An d I d o u n d er s t a n d a l i t t l e b i t a b ou t h o w he a l t h
and mental health and all kinds o f hea lth issues wo rk. I
noticed in Section 6 where you' re changing the membership of the
governing boards, including elected officials and other persons
with a broad range of interests and expertise in t he p rov ision
of behavioral h ealth services in the region. I think that's a
proper . . .ce r t a i n l y a p r op e r wa y t o g o , b e c au se a l l e l ec t e d
officials are not as familiar with issues in health as others.
The on l y q u e s t i o n I h a v e i n t ha t r e g a r d , a r e t h e s e i nd i v i du a l s
who a r e n o t e l ec t e d g o i n g t o b e a b le t o pr ov i d e . . . be a l l ow e d t o
v ote o n t he f u n d i n g an d t h o se k i n d s o f t h i ng s wh e n i t c ome s t o
set t i n g up bu d g e t s ?

S ENATOR CUDABACK: Se n a t o r Je n se n , wou l d y ou r e sp o n d '?

SENATOR JENSEN: Yes , Senator Vrtiska. And that's a very good
q uest i o n . A t t h i s p o i n t i n t i me , I d o n ' t k now . Ce r t a i n l y we
want their expertise. You want the elected officials there to
make the final decision, or at least a ma jority of e lected
officials. Whether we should allow those individuals with that
expertise to vote I think is still open for discussion. And
t ha t ' s s ome t h i ng t ha t we mi g h t t a k e a l oo k a t . Bu t I t h i n k
that's extremely important. It's paramount that we always have
elected officials w ith t he maj ority who are controlling that
b oard , w h o a r e m a ki n g t h o se f i na l de c i s i o n s .

SENATOR VRTISKA: he ll, I appreciate that, Senator J ensen . I
o nly b r i ng t h i s u p s i mp l y b e c a u s e , a s I s a i d b e f o r e , I t o t a l l y
a nd f u l l y a g r e e wi t h t he i d ea t h a t y o u n e e d t o b r i ng ex p e r t i se
in, because you can't expect board members or other people to be
experts in some of these fields, and we need their expertise in
order to do these kind of programs. I do have a concern t h ough
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